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Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. Two sources of funding gave me the time I needed to complete the manuscript of this book, one a Regents' Research grant from Louisiana State University and the other an Award to Louisiana Artists and Scholars. My deep gratitude goes to two people who read the manuscript in its entirety and offered excellent suggestions for revision: Gordon Braden, whose rare combination of talents shed light on many nooks and crannies of the manuscript, and Patrick Coby, whose sharp and perceptive mind guided me through some of the intricacies of my argument, particularly in political theory. I am fortunate to have had numerous colleagues and friends who offered expert comments on particular authors and texts or who shared conversations that meant a great deal to me: Robert McMahon, Kim Orr, Eduardo Velasquez, Tom Martin, Mark Yellin, John McCormick, Judith Mossman, Anthony Long, Rex Stemm, James Stoner, Elisabeth Oliver, Mary Sirridge, and Lillian Bridwell-Bowles. They saved me from bloopers, pressed me toward greater clarity, and steered me away from cliffs. So did my excellent editor, Beatrice Rehl, and my copy editor, Karen Verde, to whom I am grateful for seeing the manuscript through production. My student assistant, Johanna Collier, helped me in the final stages with indexing. I take responsibility for whatever errors remain.
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